
Annex VI ï List of preservatives allowed for use in cosmetic products 
 
 

  

Version No.: 2024-1, 7th Jun 2024 

 

 
 
 
 
 

ANNEX VI 

 
LIST OF PRESERVATIVES WHICH COSMETIC PRODUCTS MAY CONTAIN 

 
 

 
Preamble 

 
1.   Preservatives are substances which may be added to cosmetic products for the primary purpose of inhibiting the development of micro-

organisms in such products. 
 

2. The substances marked with the symbol (+) may also be added to cosmetic products in concentration other than those laid down in this ANNEX 

for other purposes apparent from the presentation of the products, e.g. as deodorants in soaps or as anti-dandruff agents in shampoos. 
 

3.   Other substances used in the formulation of cosmetic products may also have anti-microbial properties and thus help in the preservation of 
the products, as, for instance, many essential oils and some alcohols. These substances are not included in the ANNEX. 

 

4.   For the purposes of this list 

-  ñSaltsò  is  taken  to  mean:  salts  of  the  cations  sodium,  potassium,  calcium, magnesium, ammonium, and ethanolamines; 

salts of the anions chloride, bromide, sulphate, acetate. 
-     ñEstersò is taken to mean: esters of methyl, ethyl, propyl, isopropyl, butyl, isobutyl, phenyl. 

 

5.   All finished products containing substances in this ANNEX and which release formaldehyde (Entries 20,21,27,30,31,33,46,49, 51,55) must   
be   labelled   with   the   warning ñcontains   formaldehydeò where   the concentration of formaldehyde in the finished product exceeds 0.05%.  

       
                 

                                                                  

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 




